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encentnic

EdCentric ... a journal of educational
change.

A wholistic approach to the politics of
education.

encentRic

SENIORS!

Senior Week

MAY 15-21

EdCentric links the educational movement with other movements for liberation throughout the country.
Diverse articles on alternatives, organizing, reform projects, education in
other countries, book reviews, and a
resource directory describing what
people are doing and offering.
EdCentric is published by the Center
for Educational Reform, an anti -profit
project which also publishes assorted pamphlets, directories and manuals
as well as books like the Source organizing catalog. The Center also sponsors the Educational Liberation Front (ELF Bus) Mobile Resource Center.
Your $5.00 subscription will support our magazine and your donations
will support our work and subsistance . Complete information on all
Center projects and publ ications are sent with each subscription .
Enclosed is $5.00, please send me 10 issues of EdCentric magazine.
Name _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Address•----------------------.
City _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ State _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Zip ____II
If you want a sample copy, send 50 cents to the Center with your name
and address.
Center for Educational Reform, 2115 S St. NW, Washington, DC

lS

Activities:
1. N ight at Buffalo Raceway
2. Aftern o on at Studio Arena
( "Man of La Mancha")
3. Dinner Dance
4. Picnic
S. 50's N ight
6. First R un Movie
7. Graduation (Optional)
LETTERS W I LL BE SENT TO ALL SENIORS
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In This Issue
Some people say that we are too political. Well. Some people say
that we are not too political. Well.
Are junk cars political? Guess that's just a matter of how well
you know your economics. Is Angela Davis, the Harrisburg Seven,
the Black Arts Festival, or the legalization of marijuana political?
Guess that's just a matter ...
But Is Dr . Spock (you remember him, good old Dr. Spock who
floated past your mother's eyes on pages and pages of freshly bound
copy and taught her how to pin a diaper, and how NOT to pin you.)
is HE political? Guess.
So despite all the political-political-political things In This Issue
we thought we'd throw a tree on the cover to throw YOU. And you
know why?_
Because politics DOESN'T grow on trees.

Graphics credits: Barry Cohen - 25; Nancy Dick - 27,24; Dick
Manning - 2,10; Beverley Conrad-13. COVER BY NANCY DICK.
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To the Editor:

To the Editor :

Please accept a few words of praise for Melvin
Hoffman's article "Surviving the System" (Strait,
1/27-2/10). Gruesome title graphics aside, Mr. Hoffman offers excellent insight into the functioning of
educational institutions . It is difficult to strike a
balance between philosophical thought and pragmatic action - calls for active reform are often
devoid of rational content. Mr . Hoff man avoids the
temptation to pontificate and offers instead practical alternatives to the problems facing all members
of the Buffalo State Community. He desires change
and offers that rarest of quantities - the first workable steps to effect this change.
Although Mr. Hoffman fears charges of
"complicity" from those dedicated to the system's
overthrow, my own limited experience with the
system leads me to believe that hindrance to
meaningful change will most likely come from seemingly well-meaning, Consciousness II administrators
and faculty.
But beware Power Structure, Melvin Hoffman
and his type are all around you! Sometimes they
even give the appearance of being loyal members of
the Establishment.

I really enjoyed the International Perspective
[10 February] by Larry Fritz. Maybe this type of
feature will initiate some of the self-examination
which will be required of all of us · in the near future . Traditionally Americans have shown considerable disdain towards the opinion of the rest of the
world . (Especially if those countries don't happen
to be especially submissive towards the U.S. and its
policies.)
Americans are going to realize shortly that they
comprise a small segment of world opinion and th2t
they are going to have to start listening to the rf ,t
of the people .
Would it be possible for STRAIT to do some
articles giving profiles of a cross-section of the faculty of the college? As a newly-arrived transfer
student, I find that I have to rely mostly on gossip
to ascertain the quality of the instructors . Needless
to say, that leaves much to be desired .

-

Allan Jeff

For information on professors, their policies in
grading and course load and content, etc., students
should check out the SCA TE (Student Couse and
Teacher Evaluation) Committee's pamphlet published this winter and distributed during manual
registration. The SCATE project is working toward
eliminating the risk and the gossip involved in selecting courses and professors at State . The project is
expected to be an on-going one and is sponsored by
the USG.
---

Fred J. Wetzel
Financial Aids Counselor
P.S. How about including reprints of this article as
part of future new-student (and faculty) orientations?

To the Editor:
I am writing this letter in the hope you will
place it in your college paper.
I am now serving time in the Ohio Penitentiary
and I do not have anyone to whom I can correspond. I would like to hear from any young ladies
whom would wish to corresp::,nd with me. I would
answer each and every letter I receive.
I was born and have spent most of my life in
New York.
My hobbies are writing poetry, reading and
music - jazz, blues and some country music. I will
be glad to let anyone know more about me when
they write.
Eugene N. Taylor
No. 114-242
P.O. Box 511
Columbus, Ohio 43216
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deserve it for they have votes to deliver or contributions to make, and are we not stern and
forbidding to those who expose our weaknesses and
moral turpitude; and still we are not loved and a
mired?
Have we not spent billions upon billions in
bringing about a balance of payment and a world
bank with hardly any interest except world domination and a few investments in oil, copper, and
other natural resources, and now these ungrateful
curs do not appreciate sudden unilateral abrogations
of treaties and agreements ; and again we are not
loved.
Are we not about to conclude a war which, for
the last three years the terrible Chinese - by way of
their North Vietnamese allies - have forced upon us .
And did we not save Indo-China so thoroughly that
a recent report of our scientists stated: with us as
friends, the South Vietnamese did not need any
enemies (as reported by David Brinkley on NBC), so
completely destroyed was the good earth, the population disrupted - if not outright killed or maimed
- all in the interest of protecting the governments
from its peoples. Still we are not loved?
Are we not going to reconstruct all these
countries and any others, consolidating those whom
we recognize as our enemies and oppressing our
friends and still we are not loved as we deserve?
Is not our foreign policy a very wonder of cona
sistency in betting on the wrong horse - and thel9
the welchers do not wani. to pay off, in love, veneration and adulation.
"Historically speaking there has never been an
American foreign policy. Of course, the U.S. has
lived moments of great historical importance such as
its entry into the last two world wars. What is
lacking is a sense of destiny. A great country subordinates its domestic policy to its foreign policy.
President Nixon maneuvers as if he were the President of Luxembourg." Thus spake Andre Malraux
(as quoted by Pierre Galante reported by Time
Magazine, November 15, 1971). Obviously domestic
and foreign policy should be reversed.
Is it not one of the ironies of our times that
President Nixon had to turn to Malraux as one of
his most recent advisors for his forthcoming trips;
visiting with Malraux 's old comrades in arms , Chouen -Lai and Mao-Tse Tung, a poet-warrior like
Malraux himself.
After this trip, and the next one and another
election will we still not be loved and admired? ·
Why do we not try to love our neighbours like
ourselves which means, says Hillel: "according to
ourselves as we can love," instead of considering ·
and treating them as if they were poor misguideA
Americans. In the same measure that we realize tha~
they are not; we shall be loved as we deserve,
perhaps a bit better.

The
Owl's

Corner
• JOSEPH H BUNZEL

WHY ARE WE NOT LOVED ?

Warum sind wir so unbeliebt? why are we not
loved? was the whining cry of the German tourists
when they visited Austria and other countries in the
interwar years demanding the best and getting on
everybody's nerves . That cry is being heard increasingly in the halls of Congress, in the newspapers, in universities, and on television screens .
Why indeed?
Have we not rebuilt at the cost of billions of
dollars and lives the Germany that Hitler left in
ruins? not for our benefit, of course, , but only so
that poor old Europe would not be overrun by the
gruesome commies who only lost 22 million lives.
We left the murderers and their children enjoy their
booty. Why are we not loved?
Can no one see the sacrifices we have been
bringing day by day in ,rebuilding Japan which started a war and which we made into a respectful
prostitute, asking nothing in return but a few votes
our way, and now having pulled the economic rug
from underneath, still we are not loved.
Have we not just exploded a mere 5 megaton
device vowing it to be the last, to' save the tax
payers money, of course, unless the awful Sowjets
force us to start another series. Still we are not
loved . Have we not given our "redskins" millions
upon millions after having reduced their number,
slaughtered their children, banned them in reservations, stolen and are still stealing land and untouched natural resources from them and now we
do not find the recognition for our good intentions.
Have we not paid a million and a half to the
Turkish government to kill the livelihood of a
poppygrowing village in Anatolia, reducing them to
beg their daily bread, and now these people curse
the U.S. Why?
Are we not a "government of laws (fifty-one
legislatures to be sure) and not of men," only occasionally adjusting these to fit the case. And do we
not show mercy and understanding to those who
STRAIT Z3
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ollege Press Service conducted a two
hour interview with Dr. Benjamin Spock
during his recent campaign visit to
Denver. Dr. Spock, world-renowned
pediatrician, author of child care books
(including Baby and Child Care, which
outsold every other book ever written
with the lone exception of the Bible), and
long-time antiwar activist, is now running
for the Presidency on the People's Party
ticket. The People's Party, formed last
fall, is a coalition of leftist political
groups which believe that there is no real
difference between the Democratic and
Republican parties.

c PS: In 196 7 you said "Since carrying
signs has not halted the monstrous war in
Vietnam , people are entirely justified in
moving to civil disobedience. " In 1969 at
Columbia you echoed that by saying:
"Since faculty and students have spent
two years trying to get things done
through legal channels, they now have the
right to stage sit-ins." You felt that rifling
the president 's desk and smoking his cigars was somewhat. .. .
SPOCK: Yes, dubious.
CPS: . . . dubious and you have been
quoted as saying you respect the Weather a
n's courage , but not their tactics. What
. .teria do you use to draw the line in
your philosophy? What is moral?
SPOCK: I was brought up a naturally
law-abiding person. It was only reluctantly that I moved into another position.
It seemed so clear to me that the war
kept being escalated and the government
refused to heed or even answer the protests of the protesters. The war got more
and more illegal and immoral in the way
it was being fought. What are you meant
to do after polite protest? You have to
dramatize the issue and get it to the
people in order to win converts to your
side and to apply pressure on the government.
Obviously this is not justified morally
if you 're a criminal and are up to criminal
pursuits. But if you believe that the government is criminal and that in a democratic country you 've got to apply
pressure, it seems to me the logic says
you've got to keep on trying.
The principle of democracy doesn 't
say try only at election time every four
years and then ·subside for another four
years. You've got to keep on applying
pressure . Civil disobedience is very effective if it 's designed right. I would always want to be fairly sure that even in a
AI disobediance it would be carried out
. . ,a way that would enlist the sympathy
of a majority of the people who heard
about it, otherwise you're failing your
cause and alienating people. You can't
tell ahead of time how a demonstration is
STRAIT
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going to end up or in the long run what
will alienate and what won't.
When I heard of the Berrigan's first
pouring duck's blood and later burning
up draft records I thought, "oh no, you
can't go in to government buildings and
destroy government property." In the
law-abiding way that I grew up this
seemed beyond the pale. I thought " It
will alienate ten times as many people at
least as it will win over."
I think there I was entirely wrong. The
very fact that these were Catholic priests
who felt so strongly about the immorality
of the war , that they felt driven to what
would normally be considered a very illegal and criminal act, had a profound effect on Catholics and Protestants. But the
very daringness of the civil disobediance
was what attracted a lot of attention and
got a lot of people thinking. Obviously I
don't feel as I and other civil disobedient
people have been accused of doing, that
anybody has a right to choose what he
will obey and what he won't. I feel justified in breaking a law in a symbolic civil
disobedient form. I have to feel the right
is on my side. I never claimed the right to
pick and choose, I say when clearly the
government won't listen, then you're
morally justified in going on. It's the government that's evil.
Now, about violence, which is another
part of the question. I had learned during
the years of the escalation of the war that
it was the violence of the government in
Vietnam, the violence of Mayor Daley's
police , the violence of the U.S. Marshalls
on the march on the Pentagon, in the fall
of '67, the violence of the police called in
by the administrations of Columbia and
Harvard, for instance, who beat students
after they got them out of the
building ... this violence clearly brought
millions of people over onto our side.
Therefore I would say one first practical
rule is don't use violence because it tends
to build up sympathy for the people who
are the victims of the violence.
My feeling about violence is relative. It
depends on how much violence is used
against you. If the President were to
suspend the Constitution, and dismiss
Congress, and begin throwing all radicals
and liberals into concentration camps, I
would feel that was justification to join
the guerrillas right away. One has to feel
out the situation as one goes along and
take the least disobedient, the least violent action every time . But you must be
willing to admit that if you are really serious about your cause and serious about
your belief that the government is wrong,
then you are g going to have to go at least
to civil disobediance.
(cont'd on page 15)

CUES

NEWS

• Comp il e d by J o An n

Piz zo

FOR SAFER

CITIES

A publication of the National Alliance
on Shaping Safer Cities came out with
twenty steps to safer neighborhoods.
Cues for Action described measures from
improvement of street lights to long range
crime prevention .
They cited the example of Washington
D.C., which after installing sodium vapor
lighting in one area (eight times brighter
than the conventional street lights) saw a
decline in robberies by 25 per cent within
three months.
Citizen police auxiliaries were also
found to be effective, as revealed by this
statement from Cues for Action : " Crime
dropped 40 per cent in a precinct in
Queens , N.Y. because of the efforts of
120 male residents of the Electchester
Housing Project who have volunteered
their time to the N.Y.C. Police Auxiliary."

Auxiliary police patrol in pairs ne
the precinct where they live . They pu
chase uniforms and equipment but do not
carry guns .
Other steps to safer neighborhoods
given were : the use of silent burglar
alarms (flashing light at police headquarters) to help apprehend burglars ;
creation of youth and adult excort pa·
trols as in Harlem 's Crime Prevention Institute ; and tenant patrols in N.Y . public
housing projects (they now have 11 ,000
volunteers in 666 buildings.)
The Alliance warned , however, that
unless all citizens were involved in such
crime reducing campaigns , a reduction in
one neighborhood with such protection
may increase crime rates in another area
without it.

DANIEL BERRIGAN TO BE PAROLED

Parole will be given to Reverend Daniel Berrigan on 24 February
after serving 16 months of his sentence of 3 years for destroying draft
records in 1968.
The Harrisburg Defense Committee reported Berrigan 's health had
been declining in prison since the beginning of his sentence in the
summer of 1970. He has been in such poor health that he needs a few
hours rest during a day's work.
His first parole hearing was last year in Washington and he was
turned down . His attorneys tried to protest this decision but were again
turned down.
Philip Berrigan, his brother is on trial along with six others in
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania for allegedly conspiring to kidnap Henry
Kissinger and to blow up underground heating ducts in a Washington
building. He is also serving time for destroying draft records.

HOOVER

'OUT'

IN

'72?

News from "reliable White House
sources" that FBI Director J. Edgar
Hoover may be replaced after November's
election was revealed by reporter Glen
Elsasser of the Chicago Tribune . He said
that Hoover will either be asked to resign
or will be promoted such that he would
be out of control over the FBI.
Hoover's handling of the "Harrisburg
Conspiracy" had particularly dis•
appointed the Nixon administration. The
FBI Director told a senate subcommittee
about an alleged plot to kidnap Henry
Kissinger and to blow up heating ducts in
Washington D.C. buildings. _He made his
charges long before a federal grand jury
announced indictment in the case.
Elsasser's story was called "speculation" by Attorney General John Mitchell.
However, Mitchell did not deny its truth
either.
Hoover is 77 and has been the head of
the FBI since it was founded .
STRAIT 23
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VICTIMLESS CRIMES QUESTIONED

MARIJUANA ON THE BALLOT

Three U.S. states are attempting
to put the marijuana question on
the November ballot. California ,
Arizona , and Washington announ ced plans to qualify the grass
referendums for the ballot.
Although none of the states has
plans pushing the direct legalization
of the plant, they are pressing for
an end to criminal penalities as
a result of pot possesion .

e

A public hearing on victimless crimes was to be held under the joint
sponsorship of the Alliance for a Safer New York and the New School's
Center for New York City Affairs.
The Chairman of the Alliance, Donald H. Goff intended to describe
the burdens placed on law officers and the courts by the prosecution of
these crimes, and was to consider the alternatives to present laws re·
garding the punishment of them.
"Our present system of dealing with gamblers , prostitutes and
marijuana users has led to congested court schedules, overcrowded
prisons and corruption among law enforcement officials .. . " state
Professor Henry Cohen, Director of the New School's center for N.Y.C.
Affairs.
Mrs . Margery L. Gross from the Alliance for a Safer New York
declared: "The Alliance feels that victinless crimes should be .
transferred where appropriate to the social and health agencies that
better equiped to deal with them.
Laws dealing with each of the crimes mentioned were described and
a group of "witnesses" including ex-officers and others with differing
views were questioned as to how the laws might be changed.
8

STRANGERS IN

THE DARK

What do you think would happen if a
group of total strangers--say four men and
four women were left in a totally dark
room? A very interesting occurence in
this situation was observed by a husband-wife psychological research team.
Kenneth and Mary Gergen reported
after they tested this experiment : "With
simple subtraction of light from a room a
group of complete strangers can be
brought into a state of advanced intimacy
within less than an hour."
The test followed a general pattern.
The first few minutes there was simple
talking but they observed that within 40
minutes some kissing resulted .
Mrs . Gergen said that nothing "scandalous" has happened during their
one-hour experiments . .. " But my husband wants to expand the sessions to two
hours.''
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Con sumer Reports has taken the word of their medical consultants
who warn again st the use of feminine hygiene sprays. They report that
they are very wary of the premarket chemical testing by the largest
maker o f such prod ucts, Alberto Culver Co .
" Th ere is always a risk involved in spraying chemicals on the body,
especially on such sensitive areas as the genitals, 11 says Consumer
Reports. It adds that the manufacturers do not give significant attention
to possible risks (extreme irritation to the woman and sometimes to her
partner in intercourse.) They maintain that soap and water is the safest
and most effective hygiene.
The insistence on the part of the industry that the sprays are
cosmetics and not drugs means that ingredients need not be listed on
the product. Thu s, people wanting to avoid certain chemicals such as
hexachlorophene which is known to be an ingredient of several hygiene
sprays would not be aware of this .
The Consumers Union says that if the Food and Drug Administration does not reclassify feminine hygiene sprays alternative action for
the FDA would be to declare them mislabeled for failure to reveal
information on consequences that may result from their use .
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DAVIS REVEALS
PRISON

ATROCITIES

Angela Davis revealed in a recent inter-

view that California State prison officials

employ drugs and in some cases brain surgery on inmates to effect personality
changes.
She stated that "unwilling volunteers"
at Vacaville prison were injected with a
drug called "anectine ." This drug causes
life processes of the body such as
breathing and muscle functioning to stop
and the patient experiences a death-like
grip. The fear induced by the injection is
so great that a prisoner will do anything
to avoid receiving it a second time .
Miss Davis also said that frontal lobotomies had been suggested by the Department of Corrections for those inmated
prone to violence.
State prison spokesman Phil Guthrie
responded that "anectine" had been used
on a number of "volunteers" (in 1968)
but the results had been ineffective and it
had since been discontinued .
He also added that the lobotomies had
only been mildly considered , although he
admitted that three inmates at Vacaville
underwent the operation a few years ago
and it was not very successful.

SINGER WARBLES SLOGANS

Carol Feraci, a 30 year old singer
asked to join Ray Conniff singers for a
White House engagement originally con sidered refusing the offer. She thought
she could not sing "for a man who was
perpetuating the war ."
However, on second consideration she
decided to accept the offer and plan a
surprise for the occasion. Before the performance was to begin she stepped to the
microphone and pulled a sign from her
dress that read " Stop the Killing." She
then pleaded with Nixon to stop bombing
' 'humans , animals and vegetation."
Knowing beforehand that there would be
T.V. coverage of the performance she
changed her previous plans to wait until
after a few numbers to have her say. As
she spoke the cameras whirred.
This incident has pointed out to the
White House the problems in checking
out people invited to perform for the President and other dignitaries.
Miss Feraci ws not known to have
spoken up like this before but claimed
she would do it again if she had the
chance. She stated that she kept her
courage as she remembered the picture
she had seen of " what happened at My
Lai and I looked around the room and
saw who was there and I was O.K."

Warning:
••
smoking
mari1uana
may be
hazardous
to you'i
health.

,.

0

0

DICK M.ANNINGJohn Finlator, recently retired Deputy Director of the Federal
Bureal of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs, today said he strongly favors
the immediate decriminalization of marijuana, and predicts eventual
legalization. And until this is done, Finlator said, he doubts that any of
our efforts to combat the heroin problem in this country, or any other
serious drug abuse problems can be effective .
Mr. Finlator, age 60, retired from
his number two position with the
Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous
Drugs on 1 January , 1972. Formerly
Director of the Bureau of Drug Abuse
Control in the Department of Health,
Education and Welfare, Mr. Finlator has
spent thirty-six years in government service. He is currently writing a book to
be published by Simon and Schuster,
about the drug abuse problem, and is a
private industrial consultant.
In announcing his views, Mr. Finlator stated he was joining-the Advisory
Board of NORML (The National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana
Laws) and planned to take an active role
over the next several months in getting
the current laws changed. NORML is a
Washington, D.C.-based lobby which
takes the position that criminal penalties
for the use of marijuana are
inappropriate and unjustified, and argues
for a governmentally-controlled system
similar to that used for alcohol.
The following is a statement by Mr.
Finlator on this subject :
"First, I have learned through many
years of experience that repressive criminal laws will never solve our drug abuse
problems. In the l 930's, when marijuana
was first made illegal, _there were less
STRAIT
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than 50,000 smokers in the whole country. Yet today, after four decades of incredibly harsh penalties, the Marijuana
Commission tells us that 24 million
Americans, including 15% of the population over 12 years of age, have smoked
marijuana. Regardless of one's views
towards marijuana, the ineffectiveness of
the criminal laws as a deterrent to use is
astounding. Meanwhile, we have ruined
the careers and lives of hundreds of
thousands of otherwise law-abiding citizens by needlessly subjecting them to
the ramifications of being defined criminal."
"Secondly, I believe that society
must accept the fact that there is such a
thing as 'recreational' use of drugs. In
other words, some people use drugs not
for medical use or to relieve pain, but
simply because it is enjoyable. Obviously, I don't believe that people
should be permitted indescriminate use
of all drugs. Many have such a deleterious effect both on the user and on
society as a whole as to preclude their
use. But drugs such as cigarettes, alcohol
and marijuana are different. Their potential for harm is limited, and falls within
that area which the people of this
country have apparently decided is
acceptable. We may discourage their use,
10

as is currently the practice for cigarette
smoking, and I support these efforts.
But who would seriously suggest criminal penalties for those who smoke cigarettes or drink alcohol? Yet both
these drugs have far more proven har
ful effects than marijuana. Our current
laws must be based on rnedica 1 research,
rather than on the mrny • ~e myths
surrounding marijuana .' '
"I have reached this decision after
much thought and considerable study.
I've watched the numbers of marijuana
arrests and convictions reach tremendous
proportions, yet I have been unable to
find any evidence which justifies the
harm that is inflicted by these laws."
" We have to deal realistically with
the marijuana issue before we can get to
the more serious drug issues. The
rhetoric and emotion surrounding the
marijuana debate make significant
progress in other areas an impossibility
for both law enforcement and educational efforts."
"My views are also based on the
pragmatic belief that the many priorities
facing law enforcement officials today
cannot permit the allocation of energy
and resources to be utilized for the enforcement of the marijuana laws. Today ,
we must redirect our efforts against the
more debilitating drugs . Violent crimes
against persons and property in this
country are at an all time high, yet
countless numbers of citizens aA
arrested for smoking marijuana . If the9
laws were changed , most lawmen would
be pleased to spend their time on more
serious matters ."
"I have lectured at more than 40
college campuses over the past few
years, many during the turbulent 60's
when drug experimentation of all kinds
was flourishing . Today I see a more
cautious and reasoned approach . LSD
and heroin are rarely seen on campuses.
The illegal drug used is predominantly
marijuana. And more often than not, it
is being used by upper-level students,
whose grades are high, and who have incorporated the casual use of marijuana
into their lives without apparent harm.
More and more we are seeing that this is
also the case among young professionals,
atheletes and in industry."
"In making my views known, it is
not my intention to promote or to encourage the use of marijuana. However,
I am promoting the immediate decriminalization of that drug. We must
stop sending people to jail for smoking
marijuana . From my vantage point, I
predict that eventual legalization with
government control, similar to that used
for alcohol, is inevitable. When t. i
country decides to honestly deal w·
the marijuana question, perhaps then
can begin to make some progress in the
battle against serious drug abuse in the
United States."•
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elective Service

Good news for 11,000
Selective Service has some good news for some 126 ,000 young men
who faced possible induction in February or March . Selective service
Director Curtis W. Tarr instructed local draft boards to cancel outstanding induction orders for more than 11 ,000 young men and to
place them - as well as all of the 115 ,000 members of the 1972
Extended Priority Selection Group - into the less vulnerable Second
Priority Selection Group - Thus ending the possibility of their receiving
induction orders, except in the event of a national emergency . The
action by Tarr follows an announcement by Secretary of Defense
Melvin Laird that there will be no draft calls in February or March .
Affected by the 8 February order on
cancelling induction notices are those
young men whose original 1971 induction dates were postponed "to the first
call in 1972 ," or until further notice," as
well as those whose postponements of induction were scheduled to terminate on a
specific date prior to 1 April. Initial postponements which are to expire later that
March are not affected by the directive .
The 1972 Extended Priority Selection
roup consists of men who became eligible for induction in 1971, but did not
receive induction notices. These men had
to be at least 20 years of age and 1-A on
31 December , 1971 , and have lottery
numbers lower than RSN 126. Under Selective Service directives , registrants with
lottery numbers lower than the highest
number reached during the year (RSN
125 in 1971) who become 1-A and liable
to induction too late in the year to fill
draft calls have their liability to induction
extended for the first three months of the
following year. Thus , because there will
be no draft calls in the first three months
of 1972 , there will be no inductions from
the 1972 Extended Priority Selection
Group .
The Selective Service directive also set
RSN .200 as a temporary administrative
processing ceiling for the men facing possible induction during the remaining
months of 1972. Men who reach age 20
during 1972 who are 1-A with RSNs of
200 and above--as well as older men with
RSNs of 200 and above who drop or lose
deferments--will be reclassified into Class
1- H --an administrative holding category--and will not be processed any furher for possible induction.
Tarr emphasized that the RSN 200
_ iling was a temporary measure and that
the 1-H processing ceiling would be
lowered at a future date . A 1-H cutoff
ceiling will be set each year. Those young
men with RSNs below the 1-H cutoff

ceiling will form the draft pool and will
te actively processed. Those with RSNs
above the 1-H cutoff, such as those in the
1972 pool, will be reclassified into Class
1-H and will not be considered further
unless there is a major change in military
manpower needs. This action in no way
relates to the lottery drawing held on 2
February 1972 , since 2 February lottery
dealt with registrants eligible for induc tion in calendar year 1973.•

WNYPIRG
PETITION DRIVE EXTENDED
•DAVE SCHWAB

The WNYPIRG petition drive has been
extended another week. The drive ,
originally planned to last only until
Friday , 18 Februray, lacked about five
hundred signatures that would have given
the group the necessary 51 percent
go -ahead on the establishment of a PIRG
on the Buffalo State Campus.
As of Friday 3500 undergraduates had
signed the petition with about two hundred graduate students and thirty faculty
members expressing a positive interest.
Carl Bergevin, WNYPIRG co-ordinator
for Buffalo State College is planning to
continue the petition drive with hopes of
getting the necessary 4,5000 undergraduate signatures by the end of this
week. Bergevin expressed a conc·e rn that
students may be misinterpreting the petition as a pledge of money to WNYPIRG .
The petition is merely an indication of
support for the idea of a PIRG at SUCB.
The continuation of the drive will be
slightly different. WNYPIRG workers will
be visiting the classrooms of interested
teachers, informing students of the project, distributing pamphlets and asking
for signatures. Signs will be hung in the
Union and other buildings on campus to
help push the drive.

When the necessary signatures have
been obtained, the petition will be taken
to Albany and presented to the State University 's Board of Trustees asking them to
authorize the formation of WNYPIRG .
SUCB representatives of WNYPIRG at
Albany will try to institute an independent voluntary stude nt fee of two dollars to be collected by the Bursar at registration as the means of funding the
project at Buffalo State College.
At present Bergevin and workers plan
on applying fo r board status to the
United Students Government for fall of
1972, in hopes of getting a small budget
to keep interest alive . It is unlikely that
professional services will be obtained
until a permanent plan of funding has
been established , however the group
hopes to begin the publishing of a small
newsletter and the beginning of student
research on a small level at that time.
There are a number of other schools in
Western New York that have expressed
interest in forming a PIRG . The outcome
of WNYPIRG at Buffalo State College
may affect the future of the establishment of PIRGs in all of New York State.

AMCHITKA

REPERCUSSION

News reports now estimate the number of sea otters killed by the AEC's 6
November, 1971, Cannikin test is somewhere between 900 and 1100 animals,
according to the preliminary surveys
made by the Alaska Department of Fish
and Game and a biologist under contract
to the AEC to do sea otter studies.
The original Cannikin environmental
impact statement had asserted that fewer
than 20 sea otters would suffer measurable physiological effects from the
blast. The June redraft stated that as
many as 100 sea otters might be killed,
and the AEC's final prediction, released
in October, was that up to 240 otters
might suffer ruptured ear drums and
eventually die as a result of the bomb
test.
Scientists state that the Bering Sea
side of Amchitka Island is "80 to 90 percent" devoid of sea otters.

CAN YOU SPELL?
AS OF MAY 17, 1972
STRAIT MAGAZINE
WILL NEED A NEW
EDIT.OR-in-CHIEF.
CALL 862-5326 OR
862-5327 FOR MORE
INFOMATION .
APPLICATIONS ARE
DUE FEBRUARY 29.

Harrisburg Seven

'They're not guilty until
they're proven innocent.'
•MARCIA RYBCZNSKI

The Harrisburg Conspiracy Trial has begun . Seven antiwar act1v1sts,
including Father Philip Berrigan , stand facing official charges of " conspiring to commit offenses against the United States" and planning to
enact a series of raids on draft boards and federal offices in several states .
The first charge centers around an alleged plot to kidnap presidential
advisor Henry Kissinger and to also sabotage tunnels beneath the nation 's
capital. But the defendants see their case in a completely different perspective.
Eqbal Ahmed, one of the seven alleged
conspirators, said, "We are not accused so
much of kidnapping and bombing , but of
opposing the war and subverting the
United States of America in a very gen eralized way ." The Seven stake their in nocence on the guaranteed right of
all
Arrericans to free discussion , no matter
what the topic, as differentiated from the
actual planning of the overthrow of the
government. Supporters of the Seven
claim that if the group is convicted, the
government stands guilty of violating the
First Amendment which guarantees free
speech to all citizens.
Even before the trial opened on 21
February, charges were leveled by the
press and the defense accusing the government of biasing the public against the
Seven and of manipulating trial pro cedures to prevent the possibility of a fair
trial by peers.
The first charge , leveled several
months ago, arose from the government's
attempts to publish in several prominent
magazines and newspapers segments of
letters discussing the alleged plot. The resulting publicity, the defense claimed,
was prejudicial in nature and could unfairly influence a jury's decision. The government later claimed, however, that
anyone having a "definite opinion" on
the case was eliminated from jury duty .
The second charge stemmed from the
government's location of the trial in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania . Under the terms of
the conspiracy law, which the Seven
stand accused of violating, the trial is to
be held in the federal court district where
the overt act of the alleged conspiracy
took place.
Although the government could have
held the trial in the District of Columbia,
Baltimore, Philadelphia or a number of
other places, Harrisburg was chosen because it is the district in which one of the
defendants participated in the plot.
STRAIT
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Supporters of the Harrisburg Seven
add to the government's explanation of
the site with their own comment that
Harrisburg , Pennsylvania is an area which
is not bothered by "large city " problems,
such as an abundance of liberal students
and professional people , hippie radicals
and active antiwar organizations. The
people in the federal court district are,<> ·
for the most part , middle-aged members
of the working class , who tend to give
support to their government.
Jury selection from this population
proved to be an interesting task for both
the government and defense. From the
305 perspective jurors , there was a systematic elimination of clergymen, lawyers, doctors , teachers and many busi•
nessmen. Questions asked of jurors concerned their attitudes toward the Viet nam War, government, and pre-trial publicity of the trial.
Concerning their reading habits,
among those who passed the first round
of questioning, there was a woman whose
only reading consisted of the food ads,
and another woman who only bothered
with the "obituary column, the weddings,
things that interest women--not the front
page ." Another prospective juror was a
retired salesman whose main concern
with the paper involved the weather report and the obituary list.
One court official when questioned
about the education and political attitudes of the people stated: "These
people have common sense, I've seen
them sit on a lot of juries, and they
usually come up with the right decision."
Jurors were also asked if they could
put aside their personal feelings toward
the Vietnam War in making a verdict.
Those who felt they couldn't were
eliminated. The chief prosecutor William
Lynch justified the question claiming that
"the Vietnam War is not on trial here."
He also questioned the jurors to make
sure all would disregard their personal
12

opinions of the law at issue in making a
decision .
if they unde rstood that the bringing o
the indictment did not imply that the defendents were guilty. One women in discussing this point stated : " They 're not
guilty until they 're proven innocent ."
The final selection of jurors included a
group of persons who might be considered , at least in some respects, peers of
the defendents. Three of the jurors are
college graduates and two others have attended some college . One black is included in the twelve jurors and four of
the members are under thirty-five.
One of the defen se attorneys,
J. Thomas Menaker expressed his
acceptance of the jury . In a pre-trial statement , Menaker said , "We are not seeking
a mistrial, and we are not seeking to replace anyone of the jury because there
isn ' t sufficient evidenct to warrent
that . .. at this time , there is no reason to
believe this is not a fair jury . We feel
there is no bias."
ONE INFORMER FOR PROSECUTION

The trial began with the prosecution
stating that the indictment and prosecution of the Seven is based solely on the
word of one informer - that informer is
an ex-con . According to the Chief Prosecution Attorney , William Lynch, Boy
lliuglas, a two-time prisoner (once for pulling a gun on an FBI agent) turned
informer for the FBI in lieu of parole and
evidence on the Berrigans. The paroleeinformer will be a prime witness for the
prosecution .
Ramsey Clark, defense attorney for
the Seven and the former Attorney
General under the Johnson Administration, delivered the opening statement for
the defense by lambasting the prosecution for its questionable tactics. According to Clark, the FBI is using the
prosecution as a " political tool."
After Clark 's opening remarks Phillip
Berrigan requested that he be allowed by
the court to reaq a prepared 18-page
statement of his own. The district judge
denied him the priviledge, stating that he
already had several excellent attorneys to
plead the case.
Later, Berrigan offered to dismiss his
defense team in lieu of self-defense .
Again, the court gave its denial. Leonard
Boudin, another attorney on the defense
then called for a mis-trial and contended
that Berrigan was being denied "consitutional and statuatory rights to represent
himself."
There still seems to be some confusion
over the matter : Berrigan contends tha
he has fired the defense team. Clark, say
that he has not been fired, that he is "still
on the court record as a defense
attorney.".
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From the mid-sixties on, America has witnessed
what is believed to be the crest of a social revolution - a complete transformation in morals, values
nd most of whatever else may have been considered traditionally American. The poor, the black
and the young spearheaded this re-evaluation period
that resulted in demonstrations, riots, sit -ins, rock
festivals and other forms of discontentment .
Yet in 1964, the same year as the Free Speech
Movement at Berkley, the Civil Rights Act and the
Beatles, Barry Goldwater, Conservative-Republican
candidate for the Presidency, polled 39 per cent of
the popular vote.
In 1968, the year Eugene McCarthy described
as "the year of the people ," George Wallace polled
some 13 per cent of the vote and nearly threw the
presidential election into the House of Representatives.
Now as election day
1972 approaches we find
George Wallace off and
running again with the
polls indicating that he
might just succeed in accomplishing the feat he
attempted four years ago.
Althought newspaper
headlines were cluttered
_.,,ith dissent and upheaval
9>n the left, the most
powerful protest to the
establishment was exercised on the right. George
Wallace, the governor of
Alabama, has proven himself to be the leader of
this movement.
Not since 1912 when
Teddy Roosevelt -ran for
President on the "Bull
Moose II Part did a third
party ever pose a serious
threat to the other two.In
1948 when Strom
Thurmond ran on the
National States Rights
Party, he polled a mere
2.5 per cent of the popular vote and was virtually unknown outside the
deep South . However, twenty years later, George
Wallace running on a similar platform not only
swept the deep South, but ran strongly in urban
industrial cities of the North . Had he not chosen
urtis Lemay as his Vice-Presidential candidate, he
may very well have done better. In addition, during
the closing weeks of the 1968 election, his strength
in the North was drastically reduced due to the
all-out effort by city bosses and labor leaders such
as Richard Daley and George Meany .
13

Now, the question arises: What type of people
vote for George Wallace and why? In an attempt to
answer this we must divide his support into two
regions - the North and South.
During the "ante bellum " south (the period up
to the Civil War), the poor white man was at the
bottom of the social structure - below the Negro
slave - contrary to popular opinion. Then came the
Civil War and Reconstruction . After 1877 when the
last Federal Troops were removed from the South,
the poor white seized the opportunity to elevate
himself above the Blacks, or as C. Van Woodward
put it: "As democracy came for the Whites, Blacks
were alienated. " This also affected the changing attitude of the upper class white who ruled the
South.
This pattern continued through to the present
with the rich white ruling, while reflecting the racial
views of the poor white
E
Then the bottom
L dropped out from underE neath. From 1954 on the
c Blacks have been engaged
in the struggle for equalT ity. This naturally threatens the social as well as
O the economic status of
N the poor white . Wallace
s then appears as the savior
of this alienated group.
He represents the force
1
that will maintain the
9
present status of the poor
7 white . Naturally, he says
2 nothing of elevating the
poor regardless of race,
but the lower class white
has been conditioned for
the past eighty years to
feel superior because of
his whiteness.
In all, Wallace seems
to be the idol of the poor
white who sees the Black
advancing while he remains stagnant.
In the North, Wallace
appeals mostly to working class whites whose
•MICHAEL KAISER
incomes range from 7 to
10 thousand dollars a year .. This working class - a
product of the New Deal - suffered from the same
type of ethnic and economic discriminations as
Blacks face today. The northern working class is
mostly eastern and southern European Catholic by
background, as opposed to the good White AngloSaxon Protestant - the 100 per cent American.
Since its acceptance into the American society,
the working class has been obsessed with the notion
of being more American than his white Anglo-Saxon

George Wallace

revolution on the right

\

goals. This is a very strong tactic on Wallace's part
because anti-intellectualism has always been an integral part of American society.
Also Governor Wallace talks about the rich i
eastern establishment who never pay their taxes .
This is also a very useful means of building his
strength because the common folk still express a
great deal of contempt for the rich. This really isn't
bad except Wallace doesn 't go far enough . He says
nothing about the non-eastern establishment '. like
the oil monopoly irt Texas , much of which finances
his own campaign. The common folk are not aware
of this.
In conclusion, Wallace appeals to a class of
people who are alienated from a changing society
that appears to be threatening their own positions
in society. Their arguement - just like those of the
young, poor and black - must be examined. Their
strength has been proven to be at least as strong as
their counterparts on the left, perhaps even strange:
In 1968 Wallace polled 13 per cent of the vote.
In 1972 he may throw the election into the House
of Representatives. If America is to survive, it must
take into account the revolution on the right as well
as its leftist counterpart.

bretheren. In other words, to prove to America that
they are equal to their Anglo-Saxon bretheren by
attacking those who threaten the society - namely,
the black, the poor, the young.
Once again, George Wallace appeals to this
super-patriotic class of individuals. Althought he
submerges his overt racism in exchange for a more
subtle rhetoric he is aware that these people are
'
not' at all sympathetic
to the needs of the Blacks.
. But then why George Wallace and not someone
else? Wallace can portray himself as one pf them,
whether it be in the North or the South. He denounces intellectuals and the rich liberal eastern
eastblishment whom he claims to be behind racial
and youthful unrest. His unsophisticated earthy personality enables the common white to relate to him.
Wallace talks about the good, hard-working
American both north and south who is appalled at
the violence and upheaval of the left. The same
"left" that is attacking the traditional American
values that the common white folks accept.
In addition, Wallace talks about how the intellectuals sneering down upon the common people
employ the youth of our country to obtain their

Trial Date Set for Angela Davis
After refusing a defense request for a change of trial location Judge
Richard A Arnason ordered the trial of Black activist, Angela Y. Davis to
begin in Santa Clara County on 28 February.
Although evidence showed that Santa Clara County was not totally
free from prejudice against Ms. Davis, Arnason stated that there was no
reasonable likelihood that she could not receive a fair trial there.
According to Arnason: "It's
always possible that something improper
will happen. The perfect world has not
yet been created and perhaps the perfect
forum for the trial of this case has not
been yet discovered." Quoting Alexander
Pope's Essay on Criticism, Amason said,
"Whoever thinks a faultless piece to see,
thinks what ne'er was, nor is, nor o're
shall be."
Three other defense requests were
denied in addition to the change of the
trial site. A request that will enable the
defense to share in the prosecutions information about µ-ospective jurors was
granted, however.
The rulings by Arnason ended more
than eighteen months of pretrial hearings
and several postponements of the trial.
The 28 year old Ms. Davts, a former
philosophy instructor at the University of
California in Los Angeles will be tried on
the charges of murder, kidnapping, and
criminal conspiracy. Although the setting
of a trial date has in some ways cleared
the way for Ms. Davis' trial, both the

defense and prosecuting attorneys believe
that it will take up to six months to
complete the trial.
A pool of 1,000 names taken from the
voter registration lists in San Jose,
California will serve as a list for prospective jurors. One hundred and fifty of
those persons were ordered to be present
at the opening of the trial on 28
February.
An avowed member of the Communist
party, Ms. Davis stands accused of supplying the guns that were used in an
August, 1970 kidnapping attempt from a
Marin County courtroom. The escape
effort culminated in the deaths of four
persons including the presiding judge.
In October of 1970 Ms . Davis was
arrested in New York City and returned
to Marin County to await trial. Since that
time a series of defense arguments have
delayed the commencmcnt of her trial.
Shifted to Santa Clara County in
November, 1971, defense attorneys again
argued that Ms. Davis could not be
expected to receive a fair trial and again
14

requested a change in trial site. Judge
Arna son ruled out the possibility of
another shift.
Among the other defense motions that
were refused by the court was a request
by Ms. Davis that the state pay the for
the cost of her trial. The defense als~
objected to the system of jury selection
that is being employed by Amason. He
refused to alter the process, however.
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(cont'd from page 7)
cps: You say "If you feel war is immoral
then you're under moral obligation to
have no part of it." Yet , "if a young man
·feels he is right , the only way to test his
theory is through the courts." Do you
still feel the courts have legitimacy? Do
you believe, like the Berrigans, that since
the courts are corrupt there is no moral
obligation to submit to them?
sPoc K Oh, yes, I think they have legitimacy and I think the theory of our courts
is good, though I think they're full of corruption and they often fail to carry out
justice in the spirit that they were designed to maintain.
My most serious criticism of the
courts is that they're clearly designed to
afford justice to only well-to-do people
who are arrested. My trial cost $80,000.
Fortunately I had a lot of friends and
supporters who put up 60 of those thousands, so I only had to pay 20. Our trial
went on for 30 days and I had six lawyers. This is one of the reasons why the
expense was so great. They weren't sitting
around lazily. They were always m
Boston by 8 o'clock in the morning and
usually worked until 11 or 12 o'clock at
night going over the court record, seeing
where the opportunities were to challenge
the government's case. When I read in the
paper that somebody gets convicted in a
day, or a day-and-a -half, I know now that
they received no defense . That isn't a defense. A defense is wrangling all the way,
because all the advantages are on the side
of the government . The judge tends to
believe the prosecutor or to believe the
police. You have to have a fairly air-tight
case.
I think that the theory of courts is
fine: trial by jury and a whole hierarchy
of courts to which you can appeal. But
clearly we've got to amend that by having
good legal services available to all people
irrespective of their income.
cps: Dr. Norman Vincent Peale is probably one of your greatest critics. He
claims that your book Baby and Child
Care is almost solely responsible for the
revolution of today and the rebelliousness
of youth because of permissiveness but
you are against permissiveness and you 're
against instant gratification in that book .
Could you explain why he feels this way?
SPOCK : My only explanation is that he
dislikes me and he dislikes youth since
there is some connection between them.
The words that he used were that youth
are undisciplined and disorganized
because I told their mothers when they
were babies to give them instant gratification . Well , anybody who 's read Baby and
& Child Care knows that there's not ever a
'W,lightest mention of instant gratification
or anything that could be interpreted this
way .
c P s: You did ask for less rigidity,
though .
STRAIT 23
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sPOCK : Yes, I was writmg the book at a
historical period when pediatric advice to
mothers was to be extremely rigid and I
was convinced that that was not only unnecessary but harmful, so that the book
especially in the first edition, argued
strongly against rigidity, but I don't think
that's permissiveness. Peale was the first
person to take this line and it was interesting to me that immediately hundreds of editorial writers and newspaper
commen tators took it up with enthusiasm . Spiro Agnew had the most fun
with it.
I guess I've come around gradually to
a politician's feeling that if you 're trying
to advance a cause it doesn't matter too
much what people say about you as long
as they keep saying something. If it's
people who are generally despised who
are criticizing you, this is helping the
cause. All I have to do is refer to Spiro
Agnew or his boss, Nixon, in any public
speech when I see the audience going to
sleep and it immediately gets a response
and I feel a little ashamed . .. it 's like
taking candy from babies to get an audience to sneer at Agnew or Nixon.

If you watch children you see they're
copying adult behavior all the time ...
copying even the gestures. Freud emphasized that love is what does it. It's the
parent's love for the child that engenders
a loving devotion on the part of the child.
The child therefore wants to act like the
parents and wants to be liked and ad mired by the parent. This is the positive
force . John Dewey and other progressive
educators said you don't have to force
children to learn, all you have to do is
find out why children are naturally fascinated with at every age period and have
these materials available and children will
do most of the work. I think that this
relieved conscientious parents of the
feeling that they had to keep pressing and
intimidating their children. They were
able to relax. They have trust in their
children.
The part that I played was helping to
popularize the ideas of Freud and the
progressive educators. This is the
ideological structure in Baby and Child
Care. It's not in Freudian language but
it's pure, if simple, Freudian and progressive educational doctrines . In this

''The people who say
I'm responsible

for modern youth
exaggerate my power. "
The people who say that I'm responsible for modern youth exaggerate
my power. Though I must say I'm
flattered to be given the credit for having
produced what Peale called disorganized ,
undisciplined youths, which obviously are
the same ones that I would call idealistic,
brave , public-spirited youths. I think that
there may be a slight connection between
the shift in child care in the last thirty
years and the changed attitudes of young
people. The change in philosophy is primarily advice to parents that it isn't
necessary to intimidate children to bring
them up to be well-disciplined. It was
really assumed in many periods in the
past in many parts of the world that
children are born barbaric and that it's
only by unremitting intimidation, not
necessarily blows, but scoldings and
warnings, that this is what civilizes them .
It was Freud, particularly, Madame
Montessori and the American progressive
educators who, by observing children,
came to the conclusion: it isn't pressure
or intimidation that makes children
mature , it 's mainly that children want to
become grown-up and responsible .
15

very indirect sense I think Peale and Agnew are right in saying that now young
people can't be intimidated. They come
to their own conclusions .. . and they
have the courage of the convictions that
they come to ... because they're unused
to being intimidated. In a sense by being
a retailer of Freud and Dewey I'm partly
responsible for that.
cPs : How do we get people to realize,
with the winding down of the war, that
we are still supporting corrupt regimes?
How do we cultivate that feeling?
SPOCK: You mean how do we make the
American people get more of a revulsion
against the war? It's always an uphill
battle to make fellow citizens aware of
injustices which, in a democracy, they 're
partly responsible for. This has to be
taken very realistically into account as we
try to improve our society.
People, by nature, even the most conscientious ones, try to keep blinders on
themselves and avoid becoming aware of
injustices. Many people have said there
should be more books about the war in
Vietnam so people will learn about what

(cont'd on page 18)
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(cont'd from page 15)

a vicious war it is . I have a whole bookshelf full of books about the war in Viet nam and I wrote one myself. The problem is not that there aren 't enough
books , it's that the people who weren 't
already opposed to the war didn 't want to
become opposed to the war. They sensed,
especially in the early days, that they'd
become part of this unpopular minority
and they would feel uncomfortable so
they kept their blinders on. It's the same
reason why up to 1954 even the most
conscientious white people made no protest a gainst inju s tice to black
people ... obviously a very successful
blinding of themselves. In other words ,
the reason we have injustice is not because most people are unjust or cruel, but
because we have this protective mechanism of denying the injustices unless
they 're brought home to us.
I think what we saw in the war in
Vietnam was that we had to use various
means to break through this denial. One
of the things that would be done would
be a few handfuls of students going and
sitting in, blocking the hallway in a university where the Dow Chemical recruiter
was on campus. Then the university
authorities, panicking, would call in the
police. The police would come and club

the students and then ten thousand other
students who were trying to deny the
whole injustice of Vietnam and napalm
suddenly couldn't deny it any longer. It's
a horrible thing to see people being
beaten by the police , your own classmates having their skulls cracked, but it
takes this to break through the denial.
This is one of the points of demonstrations. It is , one might say , to tempt the
authorities to show during the demonstration, the same kind of brutality that
they 're carrying out somewhere else that
you're protesting against. This is what
happened at Columbia, this is what
happened at Harvard , where suddenly the
whole university , including the faculty,
came over to very vigorous support of the
students of SDS's project of getting rid of
Reserve Officer Training. That was the
main issue with the students and they
were making no progress with students or
faculty until they occupied a building,
were dragged out and beaten on the campus. The faculty had originally tabled the
proposal of the SDS students that the
faculty protest against ROTC . Suddenly
the faculty of Arts and Sciences voted
overwhelmingly that ROTC must go. A
brilliant and glaring example of the
success of a demonstration. The faculty
suddenly recognized what the army was

l!Jh~

Benjamin Spock explains ideas behind the People's Party
and his Presidential candidacy at a recent press
conference in Denver.
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doing in Vietnam . They said yes , a university
should not be teaching militarism as part of the curriculum.
Antiwar demonstrations have t
continue to go on and that's why guerrill
theatre is another more vivid way of
bringing this home to people: the shrieks
of the actors who are portraying Vietnamese who are still being bombed by
America .
Though people do evade and procrastinate in recognizing things, back in the be ginning of the escalation of the war not
more than 15% of the American people
thought it was wrong , now 75 % of the
American people think it is wrong. In
spite of the hoodwinking by Presidents all
along the way , trying to mislead them .
When one followed the public opinion
polls all through the Johnson escalation
one saw that every time Johnson did any thing and told the American people
another untruth, the wave of support fo r
him immediately went up. But over the 4
year period , it was down , down, down.
This is what I hope the American
people will catch on to by next November. That though the troops are gone , the
bombing is going on. We still have the
war . Part of this must be continued demonstrations by people who are opposed.
Otherwise the American people will be
lulled into more evasion , which of course
if what Nixon is trying to do with his
withdrawal of the troops.
cPs: Some people have charged that the
continuation of the war is connected with
the virility problems of our Presidents.
sPoc K : I think one should not oversimplify outrageously. Obviously the
causes and escalation of the war are
many. One can sort out some of the more
obvious layers .
Eisenhower said in '65 the reason
we're involved supporting the French is
because we want to control the tin and
tungsten and other valuable materials .
This is at the industrial-imperialist level.
He perhaps thought he was being rather
superior and smart to give an answer that
they couldn't see by themselves. Then at
the military level since, the Chinese
Communist Revolution voices in the Pentagon have said "there is our next
enemy." Some of them said "why don't
we go in before declaring war and just
bomb their beginning nuclear installations." Why wait un.: il they have them.
Nice example of arrogance ... national
arrogance. That is the main justification
for our involvement in Vietnam from a
military point of niew.
There 's also the psychological point of
view. No question about it, Johnson in
several ways showed his great insecurit
of values of virility and one of them wa
his statement just before he escalated the
war in about January 1965. He said,
presented with the evidence that the
South Vietnamese government and the
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South Vietnamese army were on the
point of collapse , the only way that we
could maintain our position was by
taking over the fighting ourselves. He said
" I refuse to be the first President to lose a
war ."
It 's interesting that several years later
Nixon used exactly the same words . They
don't ask the question , " is it just war ,"
they don't even ask the practical question
"is this war achieving anything fo r the
United States." It becomes immediately a
personal matter: " Can I face myself and
will the American people admire me if I
admit we were all wrong and that we
weren 't about to lick this small backward
nation ." There are answers at all these
levels.
Lyndon Johnson said at one time the
greatest thrill in his life is seeing the stars
and stripes flying on foreign soil. He was
always referring back to the glorious
defenders of the Alamo . The defenders of
the Alamo were people who were trying
to rip off some more of Mexico 's land ,
right? They got caught in the act , were
surrounded, and they were so stubborn
that they preferred to die rather than give
up.
cPs : Johnson resigned rather than lose
the war.
SPOCK: That's right. Obviously from his
point of view it 's noble to try and acquire
some more territory from Mexico and it's

"vVe must build a society
without anxiety or hostility."
noble to prefer to die rather than admit
you 're wrong.
What we've got to do is bring up our
children in such a way that they don 't
think of this kind of sentiment as patriotism. They must realize that in a world
and in a nation that has nuclear arms this
attitude is insanity .
CPS : Are we making any real progress or·
is everything we do futile?
SPOCK: I think everything done in opposition to the war, every letter written ,
every telegram sent , every person that
went to any demonstration , anybody
who ran as a peace candidate, anybody
who voted for a peace candidate and
everybody who wrote a letter to the editor pointing out the inequities and the
insanity of the war in Vietnam--every one
of those things did help . It 's one of the
most distressingly blind and overly pessimistic attitudes to say that nothing did
anv aood.
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We forced Lyndon Johnson out of
office, we and the North Vietnamese and
the Viet Cong--they played the largest
role , of course. This is no mean feat . And
in a way it was unusually bad political
luck that we got instead a Richard Nixon .
If Hubert Humphrey had any guts at all
he would have refused to allow Johnson
to make him run on the same Vietnam
policy that forced Johnson out of office.
That 's the viciousness of Johnson. He decided he had to get out and that he had
to let Hubert run, but he didn't want him
to have any advantage in running so he
says "Hubert, you 've got to run on
exactly the same platform that destroyed
me ." That's extraordinary, but even more
extraordinary is that Hubert Humphrey,
no longer subordinate to Johnson,
obeyed him. This is the extraordinary
submissiveness, the masochism of Hubert
Humphrey.
I admit there hasn't been enough progress . However, we are forcing Richard
Nixon to withdraw the ground forces . If
we hadn't had this pessimism and this
easy discouragement we would have kept
up much more pressure than we have. I
think of such things as one in ten of the
people who strongly opposed the war in
Vietnam taking the occasion once a
month to write a letter to the President
saying he would never vote for him again
if he didn't end the war immediately. The
Pre side n t would get something like
50,000 letters a day.
Well , I believe, and I don't see how
you could deny it, that this would absolutely terrify Richard Nixon. This would
be a flood of mail that would be terrifying to a politician with much more
courage than Nixon. And yet, people just
shrug their shoulders and say, "Well, I
wrote a letter or two once and it didn't
end the war so it shows that letters don't
do any good."
One thing that distresses me about
young people is that although they've got
the idealism and they've got the courage
when the pinch comes, they get discouraged at the time I would say you've
got to jack up your courage more and try
harder.
We've got to build a political system
that will insure we don't get involved in
these imperialist ventures again. We must
build a society where people can get
their natural gratifications without accumulation of too much anxiety or hostility .
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MIND'S EYE

guide our lives, but only that we must stand on our
own powers of analysis and decision-making. If
every situation we met was uniform and logically
predictable, we might stand a chance of carrying
our ideals to every such situation. But if we don't
happen to have a moral principle for every encounter, a peg for every pigeon-hole, we at least have a
viable means of maintaining our balance in
accepting all of the information unencumbered, and
using our faculties to see the problem as clearly as
possible. It isn't at all necessary to have an opinion
on all things or even on most things. It is neither a
requirement to force our intellectual knowledge and
our feelings into an either or mold. Our power does
not rest in being able to derive a yes or no answer,
but rather it rests in being able to stand on our
ability to discern.

•JAN NUZZO

TAKING A STAND

Now that more of us are beginning to see the
problems that Socrates had to deal with in trying to
define "what is justice?", perhaps the dilemna becomes clearer. The problem does not so much concern the characteristics of justice as it does our
feelings about it, and how and why these feelings
come to be.
The questions that we can probably never
answer, such as, "what is moral", and "what is
just", would be better phrased-- "why do I consider
this just", or "why do I think this to be moral?" At
this point there is no doubt that moral principles
and ideals can, in no way, be universal. Even if
everyone could agree on definitions for justice, etc.,
their basic insights would differ and their exec9tion
of such ideals could never be reconciled.
From the beginning, these moral principles
come to us in different forms, with different emphases. Some of them are recited to us, some are
more subtley transferred to us through the examples
of others, some are intellectualized, and some are
even invented. The question is, is there really such a
vast pre-occupation with the good life ethic, or are
the morals that we arbitrarily follow a symptom of
something very different? I submit that morals are
not followed for their own sake, but for an entirely
different reason. This reason is the outside covering
we share to show that we stand for something. And
perhaps it is more important to stand for something
than to pretend that we know things are moral, if
only for ourselves .
Irene Dunne has said that "if you don't stand
for something, you fall for anything". This doesn't
necessarily mean that we need rigid standards to
STRAIT 23
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For some reason it has become fashionable to
be an opinionated person. Apparently there is a
great deal of respect meted out to those who determine a thing to be right or wrong, and then stand
upon this decision regardless of public opinion. How
this rigid position came to be is a matter of debate,
but the most sensible theory to me is that man
yearns to uncomplicate himself by having all the
answers right there in front of him. Perhaps people
of opinion became enobled because they represented the easy-going, ever-serene heaven that
man desires. But for us, it may as well be recognized that there are no answers, and perhaps there
aren't supposed to be any. If we only yearn to
attain the perfect truth and the perfect good, we
deny ourselves the basic sensual conflicts that
make our world more real for us. In other words,
one could starve contemplating a piece of cake, and
if we are to similarly dwell on the perfect, the absolute, then we forego the more simplistic ideas to
which we can attach greater meaning .
When we think of the way in which we identify
ourselves to our own self and to others, we must
recognize the deliberate superfluity involved. Not
only do we think of ourselves in terms of the
clothes we wear and the articles we own, but also,
and more importantly, in terms of what our moral
positions are and whether or not a position is moral
for us. What we might concentrate on instead is,
have we developed ourselves sufficiently to make
any such decisions, and if so, can we relate these to
our pragmatic experience rather than our idealistic
non-experience.
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Semantics seems to be playing a large part in my life
lately . Most people are saying that discussing , defining and
expressing are limited by our language; it's too stiff, too
inflexible, too limited to express the deepest meanings ,
thoughts and feelings . When we disagree and can find no real
differences in ideas, we throw up our hands, shake our heads
and repeat, "Semantics' It's Semantics'" The argument is
settled .
But not really . Inside there is the knowledge that
" semantics" was getting at a basic difference in meaning ; I
wasn 't just using a different word for the same meaning . I
meant something different , maybe only a shade , but different
just the same . The same thing can be achieved by using a
different tone of voice with the same word ; the result is
sarcasm. If I believed that language limited us as much as some
people feel , I would certainly give up writing and maybe even
speaking.
Writers depend on words for expression . I have decided to
write , involved in this decision was the idea that words can
express much more clearly, more concisely and precisely what
I mean than could paint or music . Like it or not, artists are
trying to say something and their successes or failures depend
on how well they can express themselves in their chosen
medium . I have chosen words because frankly I don 't know
music and my ability to draw is hardly able to convey
anything. I decided long ago that if I'm ever to create anything
of any worth it will be with the use of language.
I am sure that painters frequently despair of blending the
color they have in their minds, that composers can't find the
combination of notes which are bouncing about in their
minds. Yet, we keep on trying to write, paint and compose,
because those same feelings must be let out. The process is
more than half the created end product. There is something to
be said for creating to do it . I listened to a memorial special on
Stravinsky a couple of months ago . He was asked whether or
not he liked his compositons. He said that he was seldom
satisfied with the composition after the passage of time; it was
done and he was anxious to get on to composing again. He
wanted to be in the process, that seemed to be his most
rewarding time .
What does process come down to but finding the words,
the colors, the notes and why begin if you have decided that it
can never come out the way you wanted it. The writer who
doesn't write because there aren't words to express what he
STRAIT 23 FEBRUARY 1972
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means is no writer. We are limited by language but only when
we refuse to experiment , maybe even to create new words,
new meanings . The artist creates new meanings whenever he
creates a successful metaphor. Musicians are creating new
sounds by using musical instruments in new and different
ways- playing inside a piano instead of on the keys. Artists can
merge mediums - paint, sculpture, collage. And although I
haven 't witnessed too many successful ones, multi- media.
presentations are attempting to bring everything together to'
evoke new feelings and meanings , unavailable to any single art.
Nothing man has created is indispensible and I suppose
that includes language, but think of all the things that have
been expressed in literature. Where our difficulty may lie is in
our inability to listen , our impatience with finding the
meaning in the words . We have become extremely adept at,
speech but has our sense of hearing progressed at the same
rate 7
·
I agree that we are limited by language but language is the
only way man has found to express his thoughts , inadequately
or not. After all do you know what I meant by things?
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The Burchfield Center:

'Media Mix'
Fusing light, color , movement , texture and sound
in juxtaposition and montage , dancer Frances
Alenikoff creates collages in space and time which
reflect the far reaching changes taking place in the arts
today, and in our ways of seeing and experiencing our
environment.
She explores multimedia as a many-layered kinetic
environment, combining dance with expanded cinema ,
slides, lights, props and mime and tape collages and
spoken word. In her thematic material one recognizes
the influence of Dada, surrealism and theater of the
absurd.
Miss Alenikoff has just received a grant from the
New York State Council on the Arts to create a new
group work which should be ready for presentation by
the summer of 1972 .
She presented a multi-media dance last night .
Today she will be holding a seminar on "Cultural
Revolution in the Arts " at 1 :00 p.m . in the Assembly
Hall and a workshop in Movement and Media
Improvisation at 8:00 p.m. in the Social Hall.
Tomorrow she will present a lecture demonstration at
1 :00 p .m. in the Assembly Hall .
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On Friday, 18 February, the Claude
Kipnis Mime Theater presented Men and
Dreams the first of two evenings of mime
sponsored by the S.U.N.Y.A.B. Office of
Cultural Affairs. The Kipnis group is under consideration as the next artist(s) in
residence to be hired by USG here at
Buffalo State.
Not being familiar with the art of
mime except for several video exposures
to Marcel Marceau, I found myself totally
caught up in the meaning of gestures,
pure gestures supported only at times by
sound effects and background music. If
you can recall clowns in the circus and
how hypnotized you could become by
movement, you can feel somewhat what
the audience did at the auditorium in the
downtown library .
Kipnis and his two assistants, Rudy
Benda and Rita Nachtman, were able to
capture the element of tragedy involved
in "clowning," for the most desperate of
characters appear in the guise of white
greasepaint in the circus. One of the more
outstanding skits, there were eleven in all,
was The Bottle-Fantasy on Alcohol. We
were first introduced to the slapstick
drunk, unable to walk, who falls into a
nightmare in which the bottle first consumes his arm then his feet, his legs, and
soon, he is fighting to stay above the top he loses the fight. The fantastic lighting
effects convinces the errotions, at least,
that this man is fighting for his life. He
awakens, laughs off the dream, but immep.iately plunges back into the bottle.
The stage fades out as well as the man.

BLACK

CLJ\UDE: KIPNIS
MIME: THEJ\TRE:

The explanation can not convey at all the
effect wrought by Kipnis and his staging.
Eve and the Serpent had Kipnis assuming both roles, his left arm hooked
around a tree and clothed in green
stocking. The "snake" had a movement
entirely of its own , while Kipnis played
the shy Eve, conned finally by the snake
into snatching the apple while the snake

CAROL EDMONDSON

isn't looking. Main Street was a tour de
force for Kipnis; he enacted the characters one might find while walking down
the street - the soda sipper, the
busy-body, the little kid being dragged
along, the kid with an ice cream cone, the
mirror gazing lady running to meet her
boyfriend, a dirty old man etc. The man
has truely a remarkable face, emphasized
by the traditional exaggerated eyebrows
and mouth.
Jacob and the Angel and The Village
were the least successful. The first
because not many of the audience seemed
to know the origin of the story and the
actions in this skit were the most abstract. The other wouldn't have been
cohesive if it hadn't been for the program
note, Recollections of a Jewish Village.
Rudy Benda and Rita Nachtman gave
brief introductions to each skit and were
the characters in Fantasy in Wax , a
bizarre transformation of a mannequin
into flesh and her lover-freer into wax.
The introductions were clever, but Claude
Klpnis is the show by himself.
I think the campus would be gaining a
great deal both in education and enterta in men t. Mime appeals to those
interested in dance , drama , the
psychology of gestures and the art pre sent in life. Kipnis knows his profession,
having practiced with Marcel Marceau and
around the world . It would be a good
way to provide students with a contact
with mime in all aspects, staging and participating; you don't have to join, it's
worthwhile entertainment.

SYMPOSIUM GIVES DIRECTION IN BLACK THEATER
ERIC R. DAUGHTRY

Speaking before a crowd of approximately 100 persons at U.B. 's Conference Theater in Norton Union, six
Black writers, actors, producers, and
directors discussed aspects, problems and
the future of Black Theater in America.
A general rundown of the history of
Black Theater was given by Ed Smith,
director of the Black Drama Workshop
here. Mr. Smith is also an associate
professor at U.B. in the Drama department. Smith pointed out how Blacks
had been dealing with theater as early as
1730. Jupiture Hammon, a slave, was
one of the first Black theater writers in
America. He also mentioned James
Murdock who was one of the first Black
STRAIT
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actors in America around the same time
as Hammon . Smith also pointed out that
in the history of Black theater, many
Whites who were involved were not sincere in their efforts. Most of them were
only after personal profits, and therefore
Black theater suffered many setbacks,
both financial and moral.But if the Blacks
theater hadn 't- underwent these changes,
the many thoughts and ideas being portrayed on stage and screen would probably be nothing like they are. Smith also
noted that such productions as Hello
Dolly and Mod Squad are merely fan tasies. "We must form our own institutions and build our own corporations in
the community, so the community will
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have something to build on ."
Lonnie Mitchell then spoke of the
killings and oppression of Black people
by " ... . barbaric peoples ... " Mitchell
who was born in Harlem and is the
author of such plays as Tell Pharoh, related to the audience how Black theater
was invented by slaves who would
satirize thier masters . But Whites then
took this satirization and turned it
around , thereby inventing the Minstrel
shows, which were nothing more than
using Black protest against Black people .
Mitchell pointed out that judging from
the motion picture The Longest Day,
there were no Black soldiers involved in
the D Day operations in France.

*
.

Mitchell described how a Black
heater organization was virtually detroyed in the l 930's and l 940's, by
White opposition of both physical and
political and economical means . One
particular theater in New York experienced such disaggreable confrontations with White patrons - that the
management finally posted a sign asking
the Whites to sit in the back of the
theater. This was the straw that broke
the camel's back and White hoodlums
promptly burned it down.

Mitchell , who was a very good
friend of autho.r Langston Hughes, described how in the 20's a group of Black
men and women organized a "Black"
theater group which would perform
plays in various Black communities
throughout the nation, and would in a
theatrical sense, combat the minstrel
shows which were degrading. Unfortunately though, White corporations
which controlled the bookings soon put
them out of business. One must consider
that if they would exercise strict control
on White actors, one can imagine the
problems a Black actor would be faced
with.
Mitchell also explained how Black
theater experienced a rebirth in the
,A 940's but again died out. Black writer
a .eroi Jones broke this cycle with his
one-act play
The Dutchman. Jones'
play raised the loudest outcry that Black
theater had ever heard in all of its
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years of existence. Mitchell closed with
the statement "Face reality, we performed good plays, but have to dig deep
to find records of what should have
lived fo r a long time ."
The next speaker, Woodie King,
who founded the East Theater in
Detroit , admitted that in his years of
acting experience he found out that
acting was not as easy as he thought.
King had done a bit of plays in White
theater but did not find it to his liking.
He and a group of Black actors then
tried to put on Black plays in Detroit
but it was extremely difficult to find
plays written by Black people .
One of King's first performances,
The Black Quartet , was directed by him.
" In producing " he said, "you try to
raise the level of Black people to be
attuned to that level. " He also added
that "Many plays written by Black
people are essentially for White people .
And when they don't make it on
Br oadway or off Broadway, Black
people are blamed." King's speech was
very informal and there was a general
fee ling of relaxation throughout the
entire discussion .
Speaker Ed Lawrence who is now
director of the African Cultural Center
of Masten Ave. discussed how he was enthused by Gene Autry during his childhood. When he got older, he became involved in a group at the Michigan
YMCA and later went into White theater
while working at Bethleham Steel Co.
He became the first Black actor in
re side nee through the Studio Arena
th eater and later succeeded Malcolm
Erni as director at the African Cultural
Center. Reading the plays of Mitchell
and Ed Bullins, Lawrence was inspired
to go further in the production of Black
theater. He has probably done more
Black theater in Buffalo than anyone
else. At present, the African Cultural is
presenting the play Soul . Smith's short
but sweet speech was closed with "Black
theater must involve Black people and
Black community."
Ron Wofford, assistant director at
the Black Drama Workshop, immediately
explained that his association with Ed
Smith did a great deal in his development as an actor in Black theater. He
felt that everyone on the panel was, to
some degree, responsible for his present
frame of thought. Whether his just reading and viewing their works, or his
working with them and getting to know
them. "Black people go to movies to see
if they like it", he said, "but they are
reluctant to see a Black play. The
brother who doesn't view Black theater
are the ones we are trying to reach."
Wofford also added that "We must find
a new Black word for Black Drama.
Communication is a part of what it is all
about. We still have to have our own
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communication. The Black mouth, the
Black paper, many of us call it the Talking Drum, this is what its all about "
Ron Wofford has starred in such pro
ductions as Willis Ways is not a Violent
Man , and It 's Easier to get Dope, than ir
is to get a Job. He also just recently
directed Where We At.
Last to speak but certainly not least
was Black writer Ed Bullins. Bullins who
moved from Phildelphia has been ac
claimed as just about the most creative
and outstanding Black writer in theater.
He has written more plays than any
other Black writer who ever lived, he
presently has seven plays being
presented in New York , and is author of
the Black Theater magazine. Bullins has
done a great deal of traveling, which has
given him a broad knowledge of the
world around him , and got his acting experience from the New Lafyette
Theater, which is located in Harlem.
Bullins immediately started reading a
poem which he himself had written
more than ten years ago, which he
named appropriately enough The
Enemy, a poem of an invisible individual
lost in an alien land. He wrote his first
play, How Do You Do, while drunk one
night. That play has been performed at
Buffalo State several times. Bullins felt
that everyone must do their part in the
process of Black Liberation, and we
must tone down on the rhetoric and
tune up on the action.
After Bullin 's speech which was very
short, there was a question and answer
period. King mentioned that many Black
plays were coming out and they were
making great effort to bring these
writings into production. Bullins stated
that the Lafyette theater had discon
tinued the writing and acting workshops
because of lack of participation on the
part of the members. He did mention
that people outside of Harlem could
contact the theater to get information
concerning their joining. Mitchell said
how Black plays in the 30's and 40's
were put on in parks and the streets,
and when the plays were too critical of
the government , the funds were cut off,
and theater then became a luxury of the
middle class. He pointed out that by
this process, Black people were
systemically elimated from theater thereby eliminating Black theater. King then
added that the money which Melvin Van
Peebles made from Sweet Sweet back's
Bad Ass Song is being used to keep his
play Ain't Spose to Die a Natural Death
on the stage.
Mitchell finally added, that in every
instance of Black theater, when criticism
of the society got too strong, the funds
were cut off. If Black theater is to survive, the Black people of this generation
must make some very deliberate
changes. Right On! !! !!

records
• MICHAEL SAJECKI

Bolan has done nothing
fancy with his music .
Either the songs are fast ,
heavy rockers or else, soft,
slow paced accoustic
tracks. The lyrics are also
very simple. In fact Bolan,
on this album has attempted to capture many of the
sounds of the late 50's early 60's period in rock
music.
This is especially evident on songs such as
Jeepster, Monolith , Lean
Woman Blues, Get It On
and The Motivator.

T.

REX
ELECTRIC

WARRIOR

RS 6466

Some years ago , a group called Tyrranasaurus Rex appeared on the scene in
Britain . Boy , did that start people
laughing. A little frizzy haired guy, with a
voice like a sick goose always singing
about witches , elves, magic and so on.
These were hard years for Marc Bolan and
'Micky Finn , the founding members of the
group.
' But then , the group began to change.
First of all, they shortened their name to
~ly T. Rex . Then they changed labels.
'my also added a drummer and a bass
player to their group.
·
The result of all of these proceedings
Js the new T. Rex album, Electric Warrior.
The group now consists of Marc Bolan,
_lead vocals and guitar Micky Finn, percussion and vocals, Steve Currie, bass and
Will Legend , Drums. Oh yeah, I can't
f O'rget to mention ex-turtles Howard
l<aylan and Mark Volman. I haven't
actually figured out what they do on the
album , aside from adding their feminine
voices as harmony to most of the songs.
The significance of their presence on the
album is highly questionable .
Marc Bolan is the life force of T. Rex
and is as good a lead singer as you could
ask for. His erotic gesture and performance within the group, not only adds
to the richness of the sound, but also to
the group's appeal as a stage act. Bolan
has written all the material on the album
and has provided the rock world with a
whole new dimension and approach to
rock music today.

But there are still those strangely writ ten songs T. Rex had been so famous for
in the past , existent on this album.
Mambo Sun , Cosmic Dancer ,
Planet Queen , Girl and Life's a
Gas provide for a diversification from
the hard rockers previously mentioned on
this album .
The last song, Rip-Off is the most
interesting song of the album. Musically,
its a heavy , well played tune . Lyrically,
its a masterpiece , although it is very in cohesive.
T. Rex , and Electric Warrior , will certainly make their mark here in the States.
I can only say that if you're tired of
much of the garbage on the record stands
these days, and you want a change, Electric Warrior is for you .

AMERICA

BS 2576

America. Perhaps not all too attractive a label to be placed on any
band of gypsies, let alone a folk-rock
group. Nevertheless, America exists in
the hearts and minds of the worst
cynics, it also exists as a folk-rock band
from Britain.
Folk-rock is a label that sounds very
clear, precise. Actually it says nothing.
But America is into rock just enough so
that they can't be considered simply
folk . Perhaps a better way to say it is
that they sound like Crosby, Stills, Nash
and Young.
The group is made up of three
musicians: Dan Peek,piano, six string
and twelve string accoustic guitars;
Dewey Bunnell, six string, rhythm and
lead guitars and Gerry Beckleley on six
st ring accoustic guitar and bass. All
I
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three handle lead vocals , as well as a
great deal of harmony very pleasing to
the naked ear.
Of particular interest is the fact tha
Dewey Bunnell sings a bit like Neil
Young, as well as composing lyrics and
melodies similar to Neil Young 's style
when he was with the Buffalo
Springfield.
Some would say that America is a
carbon copy of Crosby, Stills, Nash and
Young. This is not so. In fact , C.S.N.
&Y. should be so lucky. America has
achieved a sound of their own, very
much together whereas C.S.N. & Y. are
groping for a sound, resting on the
talent of individuals being presented
rather than a group sound.
America is indeed a talented group
well worth listening to . Their sound is at
times pleasant, presenting a folkish half
of themselves through intricate beautiful
harmony richly well done accoustic
guitar work. At other times, America is
a rock group presenting melodies so
unique that they haunt you and stick in
your head even after the first listening.
Of particular interest is a song called
Sandman, written by Dewey Bunnell.
Dewey's vocal is well delivered. The
song is of the haunting quality that Neil
Young made popular a while back. But
then again Neil has been doing different
things lately so Dewey's compositons ar.
more than appreciated. The song is welT"
done with the superb blending of accoustic and electric. The lyrics are pretty
good too. "I understand you've been
running from a man that goes by the
name of the sandman ... "
Horse With No Name, another
Bunnell composition, is perhaps the best
song on the album. Sounding so much
like the Buffalo Springfield, but not
sounding like them, America has, if anything, developed this kind of sound to
its fullest potential. The song is
reminescent of early Neil Young. "The
ocean is a desert with its life underground .. "
America presents to us the simple
lyric, and through their sound,the
simple becomes profound. I Need You,
first , song on side two, is a good example of this. They actually make lyrics
such as, "I need you like the flower
needs the rain ... " and "I need you like
the winter needs the spring ... " sound
well put, a~propriate.
There JSn't a single bad cut on the
entire album. Particularly worth noting
as highlights are, Riverside, Never Found
The Time and Donkey Jaw.
If you like early Buffalo Springfield•
you 'II like America. If you likW.
folk-rock, you'll like America. If you
like fresh clean American music, you'll
like America. I mean the group that is.
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ON-GOING EVENTS
23 FEBRUARY - 8 MAR CH
CAMPUS

- Lecture, Bill Smith speaking of
prophecies of Christ and Issiah, five
consecutive Thursdays beginning 17
February, Inter- Varsity Christain
Fellowship Office, B- 8 Cassety
Tunnel.
-Class, Kundalini Yoga, Mondays,
Union 414, 4 p.m.
-Appeal, Attica book Drive sponsored
by Hillel. Table in Union to collect
books for Attica Prison Library, all
kinds wanted. Information : Marcia
Gottesfeld, 862-6378.
-Art, "Intimations of the Transcendent, "Charles Burchfield Centersponsored by Newman Center,
through 19 March.
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LOCAL
-Art, Collectors Choice II, Kennan
Center, Lockport, through 12 March.
OUTSIDE
Communication Design RIT '72,
.='.evier Gallery, Booth Memorial Building, through 25 February.
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WEDNESDAY, 23 FEBRUARY
CAMPUS
-Music, Jainesce Epke, soprano, and
Paul Homer, piano, Campus School
Auditorium, 8: 15 p.m.
-Dance, Convocations Board presents
Dance Symposium with Frances.
Alenikoff: Seminar/"Cultural Revolution in the Arts," Union Assembly
Room, 1 p.m.; Workshop in Movement and Media Improvisation, Union
Social Hall, 8 p.m.
-Grievance Day, Union Lobby.
-Athletics, wrestling vs. Gannon, New
Gym, 7 p.m. ·
LOCAL
-Music, U.B. Creatjve Associates Recital, Baird Hall, SUNYAB, 8:30 p.m.
-Science, Public Night at Buffalo
Museum of Science, at dusk.

r-

~:

fi

OUTSIDE
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-Athletics, swim meet at Fredonia,
7:30 p.m.
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THURSDAY, 24 FEBRUARY
-

AMPUS
-Dance, Symposium, Lecture/Demonstration, Union Assembly Room, 1
p.m.
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-Poetry, Workshop with Michael C.
Flanigan Artist-in-Residence, Union
414, 6 p.m.
-Meeting, WNYPIRG, call Carl Bergevin for further information,
862-4635, Union 419, 3: 30 p. m.
LOCAL
-Film, "Twentieth Century," with
John Barrymore, Carole Lombard, and
Roscoe Karns, Capen 140, SUNYAB,
free.
-F ilm, "Shame,"Norton Conference
Theatre, SUNYAB.
-Demonstration, Tackwondo - Karate
demonstration by Korean Club, Con ference Theatre, SUNYAB, 2-3 p.m.
-Presenta tion , "Abortion - How It Is'"
with Dr. and Ms. J.C. Willke (experts
in human sexuality), Fillmore Room,
Norton Union, SUNYAB, 3 p.m. ; Amherst Senior High School, 8 p.m.
FRIDAY, 25 FEBRUARY
CAMPUS
-Movie, presented by Alpha Xi Omega ,
Social Hall
LOCAL
-Dance, "Black Ivory" presented by
Company of Man, Albright-Knox
Sculpture, 8:30 p.m . also 27
February, admission charge.
-Theatre, "Becket" by Jean Anouilh
D'Youville Auditorium, through 27
February.
-Film, "Hour of the Day," Norton
Conference Theatre, SUNYAB.
-Film, "Windfall in Athens" Greek
movie, Diefendorf 147, SUNYAB ,
7:30 p.m.
-Concert, Dorian Woodwind Quintet,
works by Beethoven, Perle, Berio, and
Francaix, Baird Hall, SUNYAB , 8:30
p.m.
-Coffeehouse, Jean Redpath and Jeff
Green, Norton Union, SUNYAB 1also
26 February, 9-11 p.m.
-Lecture, Eye-Con '72 Series, Stan
Brakhage, experimentalist in dairy
style film will discuss his work. Diefendorf 147, SUNYAB, 8 p.m.
OUTSIDE
-Athletics, Basketball at Cortland,
8:15 p.m.
-Film, "Central California's Coastal
Plains" by Gregory Mc Millan, Buffalo
Museum of Science, 8: 15 p.m.
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SATURDAY, 26 FEBRUARY
CAMPUS -Concert, Works of Czechosla,,akian and Ukrainian composers,
Husa , Kotik and Dvorak, Campus
School Auditorium, 8 : 15 p.m.
LOCAL
-Concert, Buck Owens, Kleinhans Music Hall, tickets $4,5 and 6.
-Concert, Graduate Recital Marsha
Hassett, cello works by Miz~rt and
Schubert, Baird Recital Hall,
S UNY AB at 8: 30 p.m.

SUNDA Y,27 FEBRUARY
CAMPUS
-Athletics, Swimming, Buff State vs.
East Michigan, New Gym, 2 p.m.
-Movie, Union Social Hall, 6&8 p.m.
LOCAL
-Concert, Buffalo Philharmonic with
Melvin Strauss, Leonard Pennario,
Kleinhans Music Hall, 2: 30 p.m. and 8
p.m. on the 29.
-Film, "Le Courbisier," record of az:w,1itects worldwide fame, also the Greek
Temple, Albright-Knox 3 p.m.
-Concert, Don McLean, Kleinhans Music Hall, 8: 30 p.m.
-Video, "The Blue Max" Part I, Part II
on the 28 at 9 p.m. WKBW-TV.
-Video,"Tarzan Finds a Son" at 12
noon, WKBW-TV.
-Art, "Soft Geometrics" Gallery West"
311 Bryant Street, through 29 February.

MONDAY, 28 FEBRUARY
CAMPUS
-Coffeehouse, Union Social Hall,
through 4 March
LOCAL
-Concert, Yes and J. Giles Band at
Kleinhan's Music Hall, rescheduled
from 19 February.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
TrlESDA Y , 29 FEBRUARY

CAMPUS
-Athletics, Basketball vs. Brockport,
New Gym, 8: 15 p.m.
LOCAL
-Concert, Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra, Melvin Strauss and Leonard
Pennario, piano, Kleinhan 's Music
Hall, 8 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, 1 MARCH
CAMPUS
-Poetry, Michael C. Flanigan reading
"Song of Sylvie, " Communications
Center North, 7: 30 p .m.
LOCAL
-Video, "Hombre " with Paul Newman ,
WKBW-TV, 9 p .m.
THURSDAY, 2 MARCH
CAMPUS
-Poetry, Workshop with Michael C.
Flanigan Artist--in-Residence, Union
414, 6 p.m.
-Film, "Long Days Journey Into The
Night" Newman Center Festival,
Union Social Hall 7: 30 p.m.

. ...
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SUNDAY, 5 MAR CH

-Drama, Ca sting Hall Presents "Ring
Round the Moon ," by Jean Anouilh.
directed by Mike English, continues
through 5 March , tickets in Casting
Hall Office, 8Upton Hall Auditorium,
8:30 p.m.

CAMPUS
-Movie, to be announced, Social Hall ,
6 & 8 p.m.
MONDAY, 6 MARCH
LOCAL
-Athletics, basketball vs. U.B. at Eire
Tech , 8:15 p.m.

LOCAL
-Drama, Studio Arena presents "Romeo and Juliet , " with Kristoffer
Tabori, directed by Warren Enters,
through 25 March.

TUESDAY, 7 MARCH

FRIDAY, 3 MARCH
CAMPUS
-Athletics, basketball vs. Plattsburgh , .
New Gym 8: 15 p.m.
-Athletics, SUNYAC swimming, New
Gym , also 4 March
-OPEN WEEKEND at College Camp,
through 5 March $2.50 includes food,
transportation, and entertainment, tickets at Ticket Office.
LOCAL
-Music, Pops Concert, Gershwin Night ,
Kleinhan 's Music Hall, 8: 30 p.m.
OUTSIDE
;
-Athletics, NCAA wrestling at Oswego

·- ·----·- ----

CAMPUS
-Lecture, Nat Hentoff, author of "Our
Children AreDying" and other works
will speak on Education in the 70's
and Beyond, Social Hall , sponsored by
Professional Studies, 9- 12:30 p.m.

Buffalo State Ticket Office .
Norton Union Ticket Office
Buffalo Festival Ticket Office
Cricket Ticket Agency
Salsberg Ticket Agency . . .
Denton , Cottier & Daniels
Canisius College Ticket Office
Studio Arena Ticket Office . .
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This photograph won't be in the high
school annual. It won't be framed and set
on the piano. It won't be carried in a
billfold, attached to a resume or placed
in the family album. It will last a lifetime.
The National Organization for the
Reform of Marijuana Laws, NORML,
believes the present marijuana
prohibition is unworkable and unjust.
Thousands of otherwise law-abiding
young citizens are given jail sentences
each year for marijuana.

We do not advocate the use
marijuana.

of

We are dedicated to achieving
legislative reform of marijuana laws
on all levels of government.
As a nonprofit organization, NORML is
actively involved with government
officials and lawmakers on a daily basis
to attempt to put an end to the practice
of sending people to jail for marijuana.
If you share our concern, join our
organization and end the pot shot.
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Address:

National Organization for Reform of Marijuana Laws

2105N Street,N.W.,Washington,D.C.20037

(number and street)
(city}

(state)

[zip code)

I have enclosed my annual dues in the amount of $7.00 (students $5.00) '.
I want to support your work with an additional contribution in the amount
of$_ __ _ _
I prefer to remain anonymous but want to support your work with a contribution in the amount of $,_ _ _ _ _ ,
Please make checks payable to: NORML.
Additional literature and membership applications available upon requestu
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we will deliver
call 634-9398

WSCB
620 AM

THE BEST COLLEGE RADIO
STATION IN THE STATE!
Margaret was found in a back lane of

7 AM - 4PM: Mornings and afternoons at
WSCB are an enigma. From 7 - 11AM
you 'II hear our disc-jockeys presenting
the music dynamically , and on what has
come to be called a "Top 40" delivery.
But the music is much more progressive
than you 'II hear on other AM stations.
12:30 • 2PM: You'll hear the Black Music
Experiance . Don Robinson , Eric
Daughtry, Willie Judson , and Monty
Coleman each with their own style enthusiastic and ALIVE!
4PM - 3AM Progressive Music straight
through. Individuals presenting a personal
show of fine music . Lots of music . Be
listening!
THURSDAY _

FEBRUARY 24TH

Dan Axt will feature

LENNY BRUCE

from 9 - Midnight .
SATURDAY

FEBRUARY

_

Marilyn Geter presents

26TH

Write today : Vercnt J. Mills

ELVIS PRESLEY
from 6 :30 - 9PM:
SATURDAY

_

MARCH

4TH

Don Robinson will do an hour of

ARETHA FRANKLIN
plus one hour of

JACKSON 5
11AM- 2PM .

Calcutta, lying in her doorway, unconscious from hunger. Inside, her mother
had just died in childbirth.
You can see from the expression on
Margaret"s face that she doesn ' t understand why her mother can't get up, or
why_her father doesn ' t come home,orwhy
the dull throb in her stomach won't go
away.
What you can't see is thal Margaretis
dying of malnutrition. She has periods of
fainting. her eyes are stra ngel y glazed.
Next will come a bloated stomach, falling
hair, parched skin, And fina ll y, death
from malnutrition, a killer that c laims
J0,000 lives every day.
Meanwhile, in America we eat 4.66
pounds of food a day per person, then
throw away enough garbage to feed a
family of six in India. In fact , the average
dog in America has a higher protein diet
than Margaret!
If you were to suddenly joi n the ranks
of I½ billion people who are forever
hungry, your next meal would be a bowl
of rice, day after tomorrow a piece of fish

the size of a silver dollar, later in the week
more rice-maybe.
Hard-pressed by the natural disasters
and phenomenal birth rate, the Indian
government is valiantly trying to curb
what Mahatma Gandhi called "The Eternal Compulsory Fast:·
But Margaret's story can have a happy
ending, because she has a CCF sponsor
now. And for only S 12 a month you can
also sponsor a child like Margaret and
help provide food, clothing, she lter- and
Jove.
You will receive the child's picture,
personal history, and the opportunity to
exchange letters, Christmas cards- and
priceless friendship.
Since 1938. American sponsors have
found this to be an intimate, person-toper,on way of sharing their blessings with
youngste rs around the world.
So won't you help~ Today '?
Sponsors urgently needed this month
for children in: India, Brazil, Taiwan
( Formosa), Mexi<:.:o and Philippines. (Or
let us se lect a child for you from our
emergency list.)

CHRISTIAN CHILDREN'S FUND, Inc.
I wish to sponsor a [-: boy
L I girl in
(Country) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

O

Choose a child who need s me most. I will
pay $12 a month. I enclose my first payment
of $ _ _ . Send me child's name, story,
address and picture. I cannot sponsor a child
Please send me
but want to give $ _ _ .
mon: information.

,7

Box 26511
Richmond, Va. 23261

4~

Name _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _

Address _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ __
City _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _
State _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Zip _ _ _ __
Regi ,1crcd (VJ-A-OXO) \\ ith the L1 .S . Go vcrnmcn1·,
Advisory Cti mm iltcc on Volu1uar ) Fo rcil:,'.n Ait..l . Gifh
~, n_. t:l\ Uc<lm:tihk C.rn~1Jiarh : \\.' rile 1-W? Yonge,
Toronto 7.
Tl 7720

,;../

